Weedon Parish Council


Minutes of the Meeting of Weedon Parish Council held in The Methodist Chapel
on Wednesday 16th July 2008 at 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chairman), Cllr Measures, Cllr Followell, Cllr Sellers, Cllr Moore, Cllr Jones, District Cllr Bond the Clerk and 8 members of the public attended. 
248. Apologies received from Cllr Crombie, County Cllrs Mary Baldwin and Niknam Hussain.

249. Open Forum for Parishioners re planning items: residents commented strongly on their opposition to planning application 249c. After comments had been heard a parishioner proposed the motion that ‘the Parish Council be recommended to oppose the application and the permission should go back to the original application size and design (3.3m high per 07/02507/APP), as the building which has been erected appears to be a dwelling in its own right with its own mains supply amenities’. There were strong feelings about this from the public and 8 residents unanimously voted in favour of this motion to oppose the application.
250. Declaration of interest in item 251 on the agenda: District Cllr Bond declared his interest in respect of the Planning Items as he sits on AVDC Development Control Committee. All Councillors declared their interest in respect of item 249a as the application was from the Parish Council. 
251. Planning:  Review of Planning Applications:

· 08/01612/ATC – OS 4123 Aston Abbotts Road – fell two may trees - all the Councillors declared their interest in this item therefore a formal response could not be sent on this to AVDC, and the matter would be decided by AVDC Development Control Committee.

· 08/01628/APP – Weedon Lodge Farmhouse, 33 East End – erection of two storey side extension and re-roofing of dwelling – the Council resolved it had no objections to this application and it was felt that the design was more in keeping that the previous approved application.

· 08/01649/APP – Rosemount House – retention of summer/play house – the Council resolved to oppose this application as it contravened GP8, GP9, GP24, GP35, GP53, PPG15, HE.1 of Buckinghamshire Structure Plan and RA 13.

252. Open Forum for Parishioners: Mr Chris Birks (applicant re item 255) outlined the reasons why this signage was required. The pub is a significant amenity in the village and relies on passing lunch trade from the main road therefore he asked that the Council supports the application for signage.

253. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: none

254. The minutes of the last meeting held on 21st May, 11th June and 23rd June 2008 were confirmed as a true record. 

a. The Clerk advised that new declarations of acceptance of office were in fact only required from the Chair and Vice Chair not from all Councillors. 
b. The Council resolved to write to Chris Craddock to advise him that the extension to the pub licence previously discussed was in fact for perpetuity and not just for the landlord who was applying as previously thought.
255. Application by Five Elms Public House Weedon for a Tourist Sign: The Council resolved to advise BCC of its strong support for this signage application as the pub is a vital element for a sustainable community. A future agenda item is to consider a financial contribution towards this signage.

256. Weedon Hill Development: to consider the requirements of this new part of the parish: The Council resolved that at the moment they did not consider a need for a notice board at Weedon Hill MDA. All Councillors are to do some research on what they might require, and this will be put on the next agenda for discussion.
257. Parish Plan / Village Appraisal: Meeting has been held of interested parties to establish a steering group. Two more meeting dates have been arranged in September to progress this further.

258. Environment:
a. Footpaths and Highways including update on works: East End will be resurfaced shortly, Clerk to gain an update from HOC re flooding/drainage issue.
b. Trees Project: all mulching now completed and plaques will be put on when dryer as the wood frames are still too wet for adhesive and screws for plaques. Hedge Cutter to be reminded the new trees are there when the hedge is cut for County Show.

c. Street Lighting: update from the Clerk re new lights – John Sharp has had trouble with the order placed with Windsor Lighting for a baffle as it was lost and had to be replaced. The part has now arrived and will be fitted imminently. 

259. Insurance Cover Review: Cllr Followell advised on option to join the War Memorials Trust as a one off payment for life membership of £100.00. Then any works required could be claimed for through this fund instead of insurance. The Council resolved to join the trust and cancel the insurance premium relating to the war memorial (premium for which is £112.35).

260. Parish Newsletter – the Annual Parish Newsletter will be sent out beginning of September. Consideration to be given whether the Parish Council have articles in the magazine relating to its meetings or whether to have an outside scribe and articles put in.
261. Weedon within the Aylesbury Vale local area 
a. New development – update re the “eastern option" – a consultation will go out to Parishes in September which might be an option for a South and East expansion. The Cabinet Committee of AVDC has agreed to do a Flood Planning Risk Management Strategy of eastern development.
b. Local area forum – this was held as a workshop session looking at different issues e.g. young, old, economy, education etc. Chaired by Mary Baldwin and was attended by numerous BCC and AVDC officers, however not many Councillors. The idea of the session was to get together the layers of local government and other bodies to talk through the big issues and its affects across the areas.
c. NAGs – communication has been poor and a meeting was arranged for the same night as another meeting.  
262. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting – nothing worthy of comment.

263. Finance / Accounts:

a. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date June were reviewed as correct.

b. The Council resolved to make the following payments:

Greenthumb
 
818

£44.00
 

Lynch Garden Services
 
819

£110.00
 

Lynch Garden Services
 
820

£70.00
 

Mike Moore re Parish Plan

821

£21.45
 

Mike Moore
 
822

£22.65
 

Clerks Pay, Expenses & CiLCA Course

823

£632.24 

The Old Schoolroom

824

£24.00
 

Lynch Garden Services
 
825

£95.00
 

Mike Moore
 
826

£23.85
 

Lynch Garden Services
 
827

£130.00
 

E-On
 
DD

£31.12
 

Garage
 
DD
 
£39.53
 

 

264. Date of next meeting was agreed as Wednesday 17th September in the Old Schoolroom at 8.00pm.  
The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
Approved:




Date:
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