Weedon Parish Council


Draft Unapproved Minutes of the Meeting of Weedon Parish Council held in The Old Schoolroom
 Wednesday 17th September 2008 at 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chairman), Cllr Measures, Cllr Sellers, Cllr Moore, Cllr Jones, County Cllr Mary Baldwin the Clerk and 2 members of the public attended. 
265. Apologies received from Cllr Followell, Cllr Crombie, County Cllr Niknam Hussain and District Cllr Bond.
266. Open Forum for Parishioners: Discussions took place regarding the refusal by BCC to the Brown Tourist sign on the main road. County Councillor Mary Baldwin advised she had spoken with Mr Cairney, the Highways Engineer who made the decision, and understands that the decision was as per the policy set. However if there are extenuating circumstances such as the pub has of great historic value then a case could be made for it. She will meet with BCC’s Sian Thomas and Mr Cairney to discuss the matter further.
267. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: County Cllr Mary Baldwin declared her interest as a Trustee of Age Concern.
268. The minutes of the last meeting held on 16th July 2008 were approved subject to the addition of the words  ‘re planning items ’ to minute reference 249.
269. Review of Planning Applications: None. 
270. Weedon Hill Development: County Councillor Mary Baldwin advised that she had sent leaflets round to try and establish a Residents Committee. She will facilitate this and keep us informed of any progress. Building has stopped and 127 houses are occupied. The Council resolved to wait for the outcome of Cllr Baldwin’s actions and until receipt of the electoral roll and put the item on the November agenda. 
271. Parish Plan: Cllr Moore advised that the Steering Groups are now set up with Mike Nagele as Chairman, Cllr Followell as Secretary and Cllr Moore as Treasurer who will use the existing Parish Council account and liaise with the Clerk regarding this. There are 4 working groups: Environment headed by Chris Birks, Social and Community by Hilary Bates, Transport by Glyn Thomas and Economy by Sarah Shaw. The Terms of Reference (TOR) for the Steering Group has been agreed along with the Constitution and the TOR for the Working Groups. Next meeting is 9th October and a newsletter will be distributed to keep residents up to date with progress and encourage people to join the working groups. It will be called the Weedon Village Parish Plan and will not at this stage cover Weedon Hill Development. Before the finalisation of the Plan the situation regarding Weedon Hill Development and the establishment of its own Parish will be known.
272. Environment:
a. Footpaths and Highways: New Road’s rough pavement needs widening by weed killing and the addition of more surface stones. 
b. Trees Project: Trees are doing well but there are a couple which appear to have failed to thrive. These are covered under the guarantee and Cllr Followell will organise replacements. Plaques still to be erected. 
c. Street Lighting: all works completed with the baffle being fitted on New Road.  Beech Tree at the Chapel is obscuring the light. Clerk to write to Laurie Gower and Cllr Followell.
d. Play Area: an application to renew the surface at play area was submitted under AVDC scheme application but was not successful. However the Council resolved that Cllr Jones would investigate the surfaces used by schools. Clerk to find out what area needs surfacing around an item of equipment and get a quotation for the foam surface where the grass can grow through it. Clerk also to gain a quote for renewal of the path up to the play area.
e. Dog Bins: The Council resolved to take no further action in respect of this as they felt they were unnecessary.

273. Parish Communications: Parish Newsletter had been distributed to all households and the website is up to date re Parish Council section. Cllr Sellers suggested that there should be a page on the village website where a variety of items might be offered on loan, and the most obvious is the WVA who might like to advertise rental of its tables and chairs on the site and Cllr Rose will liaise with Sarah Gibbs.
274. Weedon within the Aylesbury Vale local area :
a. new development – update re the “eastern option": the AVDC consultation will run from 31/10 to 12/12 and it was decided that a representative should attend the meeting on 27th October at 6.30pm regarding this. Clerk was asked to attend as no Cllrs were free.
b. local area forum – Terms of Reference are being agreed and some delegated budget will be held. The Council resolved that Cllr Rose should continue to attend these.
c. NAGs – a meeting is being held on 24th September at 7.30pm in Drayton Parslow. Cllr Rose would try and attend.
275. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting including:
a. Request declined by BCC for Brown Signs for the Five Elms Public House from the main road: whilst the PC expressed an intention to do what it can to overturn the decision it was resolved that no further action would be taken until County Councillor Mary Baldwin had met with Sian Thomas and David Cairney of BCC. 
b. BALC email regarding opinions on whether additional insurance was required for Parish Councils to indemnify Councillors from legal costs arising from defending an allegation in respect of breaching the Code of Conduct. Cllr Moore agreed to investigate this further.

276. Finance / Accounts:

a. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date August 2008 were agreed as reviewed.

b. The Council resolved to ratify the issue of the following payments:



16/07/08
E-On
 


DD
£31.12




16/07/08
Garage
 


DD
£39.53




15/08/08
LA Orchard
 

828
£60.00




15/08/08
War Memorials Trust

829
£100.00




15/08/08
Clerks Pay & Expenses
830
£334.24




15/08/08
Lynch Garden Services
831
£110.00




15/08/08
E Sharp Electrical


832
£91.03




18/08/08
Garage
 


DD
£39.53




24/08/08
E-On
 


DD
£93.37



Credits received: 




16/07/08
Weedon Village Assoc

SO
£18.28



18/08/08           Weedon Village Assoc

SO
£18.28 
c. The Council resolved not to make a donation to Age Concern as charitable donations should be an individual’s choice.
d. The Council resolved to issue the following cheques:




Lynch Garden Services
 
chq 833

£380.00




Mazars Auditor
 

chq 834

£158.62




Greenthumb
 

chq 835

£44.00




Lynch Garden Services
 
chq 836

£175.00




Clerks Pay & Expenses
 
chq 837

£334.24




Mike Moore re Duck Food
chq 838

£31.34
e. To discuss auditors comments on the 2007-08 audit: The auditor commented that the basis of the accounting had changed this year as the Council had moved from income and expenditure to receipts and payments. Also that the asset register should ensure that all assets owned by the Council are included with fully written assets included as a nominal value of £1.
277. The date of next meeting will be Wednesday 19th November 2008 in the Methodist Chapel.  

The meeting closed at 9.45pm. 
Approved:




Date:

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​



