Minutes of the meeting of Weedon parish Council 

Wednesday 16th Janaury 2008 at 8.00pm in the Old Schoolroom
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chairman), Cllr Followell, Cllr Sellers, Cllr M Moore, Cllr Crombie, and the Clerk. 15 members of the public attended.
173. Apologies received from Cllr Measures and Cllr Jones.
174. Open Forum for Parishioners: The Forum requested recording that they proposed that the Council should ‘oppose the application 07/03322/APP in principle because of its effects on the conservation area’. The vote was 8 in favour, 4 against and 2 abstained. 
175. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda:  Cllr Followell declared his personal interest in agenda item 178 in respect of the Clerks annual pay review and signing of the clerks contract.
176. Planning:  to discuss planning applications and make recommendations:
a. 07/03322/APP – 8 High Street - demolition of two outbuildings and erection of one detached dwelling with garage and new garage to serve existing dwelling. Cllr Followell stated that the voting of the forum and of the council should go in our submission to AVDC. Cllr Moore pointed out that this would depend whether the Council was for or against the application. 
       The Council discussed the application and then took a vote and there were 3 in favour of opposing and 2 against. Cllr Followell requested that this vote was recorded. Therefore the Council resolved to oppose this application. 
b. 07/03323/ACD – 8 High Street - demolition of two outbuildings – the Council resolved it had no objections to this application.
c. The outcome of the Planning Inspectorate Appeal in respect of Agrivert Planning Application 07/20002/AWD and 07/20006/AWD Composting Facility at Manor Farm was that the appeal was rejected.
177. The minutes of the last meetings held on 21st November 2007 and 12th December 2007 were confirmed as true records.
178. Finance / Accounts:
a. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date December were reviewed.
b. The Council resolved to issue the following cheques:

SLCC
 
 



£32.29


BALC (re Cllr Sellers)



£37.00


Mike Moore
 
 



£20.55


Terry Lynch
 
 



£180.00


Terry Lynch
 
 



£70.00


Clerks Pay and Expenses
 



£336.02


Hardwick PCC (re magazine advertising) 
£35.00


Weedon Methodist Church Trust (footpaths)
£200.00


Hardwick PCC (re footpaths) 
 


£200.00


Horwood & James
 
 


£274.25
The Clerk and Cllr Followell having declared his interest in this item left the room.

c. Clerks annual pay review and signing of clerk’s contract- the Council agreed to consider the annual pay increase at the same time as the annual pay review in April rather than having 2 reviews a year. Therefore the Clerk would be paid at the new level of SP21 at the new rate from April 2007. In addition the Clerks expenses for using home as an office and equipment would increase to £540 per year.`
The Clerk and Cllr Followell returned to the meeting

d. To agree the budget 2008/9 – it was decided to defer this item to the next meeting to allow sufficient time to discuss it in full.

e. The precept for 2008/9 was agreed at £14,000.00.
179. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting including:
a. The comments from Auditor in respect of 2006/7 accounts were noted however the Council resolved that it did not consider that a Risk Assessment was relevant or necessary as the only risks identified are that AVDC do not collect the precept. They would consider however doing a risk assessment of the village.
180. Footpaths and Highways including:
a. Raised walkway rails have been mended by BCC
b. Cooks Hill water problem – Mr Anson had asked Chris Seal who works for him to contact Clerk. He had been put in touch with BCC Area Technician and had a site meeting when they were able between them to establish that a pipe ran under the road and this was blocked. BCC jetted it and cleared it. However when they jetted the other pipe which runs under the main road this was broken. Therefore works will be required by BCC to put a new pipe in across the main road; however the problem at Cooks Hill should be resolved. Area Technician also to contact Guy Bond as his ditch was blocked and needed clearing. Clerk to write thanking Mr Anson for his prompt attention to this matter.
c. Lack of gritting is a problem in the village. BCC will not put the grit down; therefore the Council agreed that an amount should be included in the budget to pay someone for putting it down.
d. Stockaway – Joan Cornock still having problems with water and Cllr Followell advised he would give Joan the telephone number of Thames Water and encouraged her to report it every time she has problems.
e. Ditch outside houses on Aston Abbotts Road is blocked. Clerk to advice BCC.
181. Tree Planting Project: 26 trees were available for sponsorship however 30 trees have been applied for. The Council agreed to the purchase of an additional 4 trees. Trees would be planted weather permitting on Monday 21st January and the plaques would be put on at a later date when the wood is dry. Cllr Followell would continue to look into Community Chest funds application. The Council thanked Cllr Followell for picking up this project and getting it done.

182. Appointment of Trustees for Dr John Bridles Charity – Cllr Moore was unanimously voted to be reappointed as a trustee.

183. Disabled access outside Schoolroom / Chapel –
a. Methodist Chapel has now had tarmac put down so there is no step/hole from the road any longer.

b. Clerk had spoken with BCC Area Technician and was advised that a dropped kerb could not be put in outside the Old Schoolroom as there has to be a dropped kerb immediately opposite for safe crossing. However opposite would be on a blind bend and too dangerous a location to allow a dropped kerb to be put in. Therefore the lowered kerb entrance to Coodle's Corner would have to be used by Disabled people for access to the Schoolroom.

184. Street Lighting Project – Clerk had requested E Sharp to fit a baffle to stop the light shining into the garden of The Royal George. The new light in High Street is much brighter than the relocated light in New Road and the Clerk had asked them to investigate but they had not done so to date. Agreed Chairman would sign a letter to E Sharp to express discontent and get them to look into the matter urgently.
185. BCC mowing of verges – Cllr Crombie and Cllr Jones were to give an update on their review of BCC verge cutting sites – this item was deferred until March. 

186. Insurance Cover Review –Cllr Moore was to review – this item was deferred until March.
187. Parish Plan / Village Appraisal: Cllr Moore agreed the date of a pre-meeting with Francis from BCA on 4th February to go through the process.
188. Date of next meeting.  
The meeting closed at 10.20pm. 
Approved:




Date:

