Minutes of the meeting of Weedon parish Council

Wednesday 19th March 2008 at 8.10pm in the methodist chapel
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chairman), Cllr Followell Cllr Measures, Cllr Moore, County Cllr Niknam Hussain and the Clerk. 
196. Apologies received from Cllr Sellers, Cllr Jones, Cllr Crombie, District Cllr Ashley Bond and County Cllr Mary Baldwin.
197. Open Forum for Parishioners: No members of the public attended. 
198. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda:  none.
199. The following planning application was discussed:
a. 08/00427/ATP - The Lilies - Fell one hornbeam and remove part of upper limb from one hornbeam– the Council resolved it had no objections to this application subject to the normal tree surgeons report.
200. The minutes of the last meeting held on 16th January 2008 were confirmed as true records and the minutes of 27th February 2008 were approved subject to amendment to minute 193 that ‘on the Working party it would be preferable to be chaired by a non Parish Councillor and be a community document’.
201. Finance / Accounts:

a. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date end February were agreed as reviewed.

b. The Council resolved to issue the following cheques:


BALC
 
 
791
£46.50
 


BALC
 
 
792
£57.72
 


Weedon Methodist Church Trust
 
793
£110.00
 


Mike Moore
 
 
794
£26.82
 


E Sharp (Electrical) Ltd
 
 
795
£71.12
 


Clerks Pay & Expenses
 
 
796
£371.60
 


Internal Audit LA Orchard
 

797
£50.00
 


The Old Schoolroom
 
 
798
£12.00
 


Lynch Garden Services
 
 
799
£55.00

The following credits had been received into the account:
 


BCC Paths refund
 
 
 
£528.75
 


VAT Receipt
 
 
 
£955.54


Chapman Birds Acre rental
 
 
£25.00

c. The Council resolved to accept the appointment of the external auditor Mazars LLP cost to be £135.00.
d. The Council resolved that the Internal Auditor for year 2007/08 and 2008/09 would be Gus Orchard. Letter will be written by the Clerk to Auditor outlining requirements and asking him to confirm his continued Independence.
202. Grass Cutting Tender – One tender had been received from Lynch Garden Services and the Council resolved to accept his tender for the grass cutting 2008/9.

203. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting including:
a. Best Kept Village and Village of the Year Competitions – the Council resolved that it would enter the Best Kept Village Competition and Cllr Rose agreed to speak to WVA regarding the Clean Up date for the village.
b. Bucks Locality Strategy Consultation – it was agreed not to respond.

c. Draft Housing Strategy – Cllr Rose agreed to respond on behalf of the Council.
d. AVDC Workshop 29/03/08 – Planning Issues and Ethical Standards for Town and Parish Councillors – agreed no one to attend.
e. Letter received regarding feedback for the Mobile Library Service: the Council welcomed the current service and suggested a check should be made of the library records to ascertain whether it was more used outside the Schoolroom or in East End. Based on this usage data they requested that a service should continue at the most popular.
204. Footpaths and Highways including:
a. Update on works completed and still outstanding: It was decided to split the village up between the Councillors and they would each do an audit of verges and pot holes. Cllr Followell agreed to do Aston Abbotts Road and East End, Cllr Moore would do Stockaway and New Road, Cllr Measures would do Northcroft and Newville and up the High Street to the cross roads and Cllr Rose would do High Street from Northcroft down the High Street and Cooks Hill. They would report their findings to the Clerk who would collate for BCC.
b. BCC Parish Paths Partnership have changed their claim criteria for 2008/9 and will only pay for 2 cuts of the Footpath 12 this year. Clerk is to hold a meeting with them to discuss and highlight the problems such as the ownership of the footpaths. 

205. Tree Planting Project: All trees had been planted and were awaiting the dryer weather for the mulch to be put down. Name plaque agreed to be ordered and would be erected when the weather was dryer. The Council resolved that Cllr Followell would ask Terry Lynch to water the trees when he considers it is required in the dry summer months. 

206. Communication:
a. Parish Newsletter – Cllr Followell had held a meeting with representatives from Hardwick PCC and Trustees of the Methodist Church. It had been agreed that from 1/4/08 there would be a combined magazine with more information about the community in the magazine. The Parish Council would then have a page every month and could advertise meeting dates and other items. 
b. Website – 
i. following a request to include other business links to the Weedon Website the Council resolved that it did not want do so as it could open the site up to the whole web. 

ii. Cllr Followell agreed to do an article for the website about the combined magazine. 

iii. Clerk would update new trustees on the Charity sites and an updated schedule of meeting dates. 

iv. Julia Gibb would be asked whether she could write something on historic buildings.

207. Traffic Calming 
a. The Council discussed the issues raised by the Toveys regarding the corner at Cooks Hill. They agreed to write to BCC requesting: additional signage advising of Ice and Bend; whether gritting could be done on this road as it is a bus route, and a rat run and used by the refuse vehicles, ask that the Local Committee review this on their agenda. 
b. When Councillors are doing the audit (item 204a) they should also advise where grit bins are required and advise Cllr Niknam Hussain through the clerk. The rest of the traffic calming would await the outcome of the BCC review.
208. Street Lighting: 
a. E Sharp had confirmed they could put a shield in the new light on New Road to stop the light shining into the Adams house. This could only be ordered on a pro forma basis so cheque was issued see item 201b above. 
b. The street light span outside Hillview is being obstructed by the hedge. Clerk to write to Mr Shaw requesting that he cuts back the hedge.

209. BCC mowing of verges – Cllr Crombie and Cllr Jones were absent from the meeting and in view of this item being carried forward since July 2007 the Cllrs agreed to take an area each and review (see agenda item 204a above). There had also been a complaint from Claire MacDonald regarding BCC cutting the verge outside her house which belong to her not BCC. All verge cutting sites will be reviewed and advised to Clerk who will notify BCC.

210. Insurance Cover Review – Cllr Followell agreed to undertake this review.

211. Parish Plan / Village Appraisal: Cllr Moore agreed a date to go through the process with Francis Gomm from BCA. This will be on 10th April at 5.00pm in Cllr Followell’s house.
212. Parish Council Risk Management:
a. The Clerk had attended a course on Risk Management and Budgeting organised by BALC and recommended that a risk assessment should be carried out by the Cllrs. It was agreed that this would be discussed at 4.30pm on 10/4/08 before the Parish Plan meeting to discuss how this could be completed. 
b. In addition it was resolved that cheque book stubs would be signed when cheques are issued at this meeting and all future meetings. Clerk would email other notes from the course to the Cllrs for consideration.
213. Date of next meeting – 21st May 2008 which will be the Annual Parish Meeting commencing at 7.30pm followed by the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council at 8.00pm in the Old Schoolroom.
The meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
Approved:




Date:

