Minutes of the meeting of Weedon parish Council 

Wednesday 21st November 2007 AT 8.00pm in the Chapel
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chairman), Cllr Measures, Cllr. M Moore, Cllr Crombie, Cllr Followell, Cllr Jones, Cllr Sellers, District Cllr Ashley Bond, County Cllrs Mary Baldwin and Niknam Hussain and the Clerk.
152. Apologies: none.
153. Open Forum for Parishioners: 
· County Councillor Mary Baldwin handed over a cheque for £500.00 as a contribution towards the Tree Planting Project – she was thanked by all. 
· Cllr Hussain also advised there is an AVDC Community Chest Fund which we should approach for further funds towards the project. 
· Cllr Jones advised that in respect of her planning application 07/02843/APP there was a mistake on the plans and she assured the Council that there was no increased in the roof height.
154. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda:  Cllr Jones declared her personal interest in her Planning Application 07/02843/APP – Saffron House 22 East End.
155. The minutes of the last meeting held on 17th October 2007 were confirmed as a true record. 
156. Planning:  the following planning applications were discussed and recommendations were:

· The refusal of the Development Control Committee Meeting of BCC in respect of Agrivert Planning Application 07/20006/AWD was discussed and it appears that BCC will now have to look elsewhere due to timing issues. The outcome of the appeals lodged with the Inspectorate is expected 5th December. Cllr Hussain was thanked for his support on this application.
157. Cllr Jones left the meeting

· 07/02843/APP – Saffron House 22 East End - conversion of existing detached garage into separate unit of accommodation including extension and raising of roof to create accommodation at first floor level – the Council had no objections to this application.
158. Cllr Jones rejoined the meeting

159. Finance / Accounts:

· The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date end October were reviewed.

· The Council resolved to draw the following cheques: 


Clerks Pay 


 
£357.53


The Old Schoolroom
 
£7.50


Terry Lynch
 

 £150.00


Terry Lynch
 

 £85.00

· Clerks annual pay review was confirmed that the new pay tables had been approved by NALC backdated to April.

· The signing of clerk’s contract was deferred until the January meeting as Cllr Rose and Measures needed to review Cllr Moore’s comment.
160. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting included: It was decided not to investigate the costs/options of turning off street lights during the night to save energy. It was felt that this project was better suited to urban areas.
161. Road works required in the village:
· Cllr Baldwin agreed to do a site visit with the HOC Area Technician regarding the road condition at East End as BCC had advised that it was not bad enough to warrant works on it which is disputed by the Parish Council.

· Following the putting in of a blue pipe in the verge at the bottom of Cooks Hill, from Guy Bonds field along the verge up to the stables, the dykes have been filled in. This has resulted in mud on the road and the water not being able to get away into the ditch. With the cold weather this is becoming icy and dangerous. Clerk to write to owners of the Stables to request they redig the dykes.

162. Hand Rail on raised walkway on High Street: quotations had been gained by the Clerk however Bucks County Council had now agreed to repair the rail at their cost.

163. Garage: 
· The garage has now been cleared and tidied by WVA, however it is still not watertight and in need of maintenance. Sarah Gibbs of the WVA is trying to get all garage owners together to ask VAHT to undertake repairs and make them watertight. 

· WVA offered to pay 50% of the cost of the garage rental and this was accepted by the Council as it is a useful village amenity for any village group to use. 
· Correspondence address with VAHT to be changed to Joanna Rose as she signed the contract on behalf of the Parish Council however they have not updated their contact details from Jill Mitchell to herself.

164. Cllr Sellers gave his apologies and left the meeting
165. Disabled access outside Schoolroom / Chapel: the Returning Officer had commented, along with disabled users of the Schoolroom, that access is difficult and a ramp is required or lowering of the kerb. It was decided to ask the BCC HOC Area Technician to review and advise us on the Old Schoolroom access. In respect of the Chapel the side of the road had been eroded thus causing a step down and uneven surface and a step up to the path. If this gully was filled then no ramp would be necessary – Clerk to advise BCC HOC. 
166. Street Lighting Project:
· The Clerk advised that the street lights were currently being connected with the additional costs being paid by EDF Energy. 
· The lamp at the bottom of New Road was still orange – this will be changed when the next street light needs attention to save on call out charges. 
· Pole near Maurice Adams house has foliage growing up it which needs removing – clerk to report.
167. BCC mowing of verges – Cllr Crombie and Cllr Jones were to give an update on their review of BCC verge cutting sites – this item was deferred until January. 

168. Insurance Cover Review –Cllr Moore was to review – this item was deferred until January.

169. Tree Planting Project: 
· The Blacklocks are happy with the project so far and have made some comments regarding tree choices. 3 quote have been received from Adam Quant of Nicholsons, Buckland Landscapes and Dan MacIntyre. 

· The Council agreed to accept Nicholsons quote of £3692 plus VAT. The trees can be planted between now and March and stock fenced against rabbits and sheep. 

· To ensure community ownership and involvement it was agreed that the trees would be available for sponsorship by residents. A letter would be put through residents doors and the first 26 responses would be able to sponsor a tree for £50 and have their name plaque on it. 

· Costs would be covered by: County Councillor Mary Baldwin had contributed £900 to date, funds would be requested from the AVDC Community Chest fund in addition to sponsorship by residents and monies in budget for the project. 
· Watering would be undertaken as required as there is water in the field.

170. Parish Plan / Village Appraisal: Cllr Moore was to update with potential dates from BCA for pre-meeting with the Councillors – item deferred until January meeting.

171. Date of next meeting: 16th January 2008 in the Old Schoolroom.
172. The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 
Approved:




Date:
