We held five Focus Groups:

Parents of pre-school children


Parents of school-age children

Teenagers (12-18 years)



Working-age adults

Over 60s

The main points raised in discussions were:
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES
The following additional outdoor recreational activities received support:

· Walking (pre-school parents, working age adults, over 60s)
· Tennis (school-age parents, teenagers – as a holiday pursuit, working age adults)

· Outdoor table tennis (teenagers)
· Clay pigeon shooting, Golf, Fishing (working age adults)
· Seasonal Gardening Club (working age adults)
The over 60s came up with the idea of reviving the Village Pancake Race.

OUTDOOR FACILITIES

· Finding a piece of land for a Larger Recreational Area popular with pre-school parents (for older toddlers), teenagers and over 60s (for community events). Others (parents of school-age) saw this as a possible nuisance.

· More facilities requested on play area for teenagers – sheltered area, picnic/pub style table and bench, outdoor table tennis table
· More equipment requested for younger children – baby swing, see-saw, Wendy house, crawling tunnel
· Gate to play area needs to be more secure (parents of pre-school children)
· Replace bark chips with rubber chips

· Request for village roadside benches to be reinstated (over 60s)
· Support for another approach to owner of Lilies tennis court [the owner no longer lives locally] for permission to restore and use this facility, or even to investigate its purchase (teenagers, working age adults)
INDOOR ACTIVITIES

There was a call from the adult age groups for more clubs, particularly for learning new skills/hobbies:

· Investment, Bridge, Chess, Scrapbook, Collecting, Languages

· weekly (card etc.) Games group (over 60s)

· Computer skills 

· Dance club, Choir 

For the younger residents:

· more Arts and Crafts for pre-school

· Yoga for toddlers

· Art, Drama, Language clubs in the school holidays, maybe in preparation for a show or festival

A “Swap Shop” for Saturdays in the Schoolroom was an idea mooted by the working age adults.
INDOOR FACILITIES
Improvements suggested for the Schoolroom were:

· Toilet aids, Baby cups, Child gate, Soft gym mats (pre-school parents)
· better Lighting (working age adults)
· Hearing aid loop (over 60s)
· new Keyboard/Piano (already in hand) and Baffles for better acoustics (adults)
· WiFi facilities (working age adults)
For the Chapel:

· a Play area for young children (pre-school parents)
For the Five Elms:

· Several ideas to make this an even better focal point for the village (see Food & Drink)

· a better place for the mobile library to stop?

FOOD AND DRINK
Ideas for additional events/facilities:

· weekly Café at pub


(    Coffee/Breakfast available at pub

· monthly(?) Community Breakfast in the Schoolroom

· Themed pub nights


(    More Quiz nights



(    Wine tasting



(    Cookery courses at pub
WELLBEING
In general most people felt Weedon to be a safe, welcoming village. There was some support for:

· a more organised Babysitting Circle (parents of pre-school and school-age, teenagers – keen to provide the service)
· some kind of visiting Mobile Shop/Post Office (over 60s)
· Mobile Sweet Shop (teenagers)
· Directory of trades and/or skills possibly to be posted on the village website

· “Young WVA” to organise more community-based activities/events for under 18s

COMMUNICATION
We looked at four main areas. 

Website

· Information on childcare (babysitting etc) could be useful (parents of pre-school and school-age, teenagers)
· Publicise the website more eg. in the pub.  Link to pub website. (parents of school-age, working age adults)
· People to be encouraged to feed in information (parents of school-age)

· Is there a need for a co-ordinator with professional expertise? 

· Suggestion to set up a directory on site to recommend tradesmen etc. (see above)

· Online booking system for the Old Schoolroom? (working age adults)
Newsletters

· For newcomers: an up-to-date, detailed information sheet of events, useful telephone numbers, refuse collection times etc.  In a format to keep by the phone or on a noticeboard? (working age adults)
· Welcome pack could include information on new clubs, classes eg Art.  
· Parish (church) newsletter is important (over 60s)
· Possible quarterly non-church non-Parish-Council newsletter?  (a potential coordinator volunteered)

Village diary

· Suggested to help avoid clashes of date for functions.  To be kept in the Chapel (?) as this is always open.  Likely contributors would need to be informed.

Notice boards

· Mostly used by older age-groups

TRANSPORT AND ROAD SAFETY
Although there is a separate Transport Working Group, this subject was brought up in several of the discussions, as it closely affects certain people’s social and community activities. There were requests for:

· Better public transport (pre-school parents, teenagers, over 60s)
· Bus service improvements

· later bus in the evenings (teenagers)
· routine bus stop in the village (teenagers)
· bus shelter near the park area (teenagers)
· direct service to Milton Keynes (teenagers)
· low-loader bus on both village bus days (over 60s)
· better access to timetable (teenagers)
· Traffic calming for both New Road and Aston Abbotts Road (pre-school parents, over 60s)
There was concern by all groups with children/teenagers about the danger for pedestrians crossing the road between the Five Elms and the Park.

