Weedon Parish Council


Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Weedon Parish Council held in the Old Schoolroom
Wednesday 21 September 2011 at 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chair), Cllr Sellers, Cllr Ashurst, Cllr Winnett, Cllr Kett, District Cllr Bond, County Cllr Hussain, Sue Mordue – Clerk, Michelle Jackson – minute secretary, Barbara Mitchell new clerk.
67. Receive Apologies: to accept apologies for absence.

Cllr Measures, Cllr Jameson-Evans, County Cllr Baldwin

Closed Session (members of the public were asked to leave the room during this agenda item)

68. Appointment of New Clerk: To agree to the appointment of the new Clerk and terms of employment.

Barbara Mitchell was welcomed to the role of Clerk for Weedon Parish Council with effect from 1st October 2011.

Public Meeting reconvened

69. Open Forum Adjournment: to allow public participation.

District Cllr Bond and County Cllr Hussain advised of issues to be discussed at the meeting the following day which included the planning guidance act, HS2, waste transfer stations, young people’s plan, changes to waste collections from June 2012 and boundary changes.
70. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any personal or prejudicial interests.

Cllr Bond declared his interest in planning applications due to his role as District Cllr sitting on the AVDC Development Control Committee as he will review his decision at Committee based on the additional information available at the time.

71. To confirm the minutes of the last meetings held on 20th July 2011.

The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting.

72. Planning: 
a. 11/01895/ATC – 2 New Road – reduce height of one cypress tree – no objections.
b. 11/01387/APP – Weedon Hill House – change of use of adjacent field to part paddock and part residential garden – no objections.
c. 11/00900/APP – Eastgate House 41 East End – single storey rear extension, conversion of attached barn to provide additional residential accommodation including raised decking to rear and alterations to rear dormer roofs – no objections.
d. 11/00901/ALB – Eastgate House 41 East End – single storey rear extension, conversion of attached barn to provide additional residential accommodation including raised decking to rear and alterations to rear dormer roofs, replacement of rear gable weatherboarding and replacement of windows throughout – no objections.
e. 11/01733/ALB - 28 High Street - removal of existing external finishes and replacement with new lime render and silicate masonry paint - the Parish Council resolved that it supported this application.
73. Environment:
a. Footpaths, Footways and Highways: to report any works required:
i. The worst of the potholes in Northcroft had been repaired but the ones on Aston Abbots Road had yet to be done.  These were thought to be due to collapsed drains breaking up the road.  The Clerk to pursue this.
ii. Speed checks had been undertaken in the village on Monday Clerk to obtain data from PC Callaghan.
iii. Roger Latham still to cut back hedges.
b. Street Lighting: To report any works required – Cllr Sellers reported that he had checked the light outside his property and confirmed that it did not flicker.
c. Play Area: To report on inspections of the area and consider any issues arising. 
i. The Clerk advised on the problems with the proposed location of the new dog bin.  It was agreed that Cllrs should email the Clerk with alternative suggestions.  
ii. The Clerk had chased the gate catch. 
iii. The Clerk to obtain a quote to replace the post and push the base of the ramp post further into the ground.
d. New Road Trees: Cllr Kett to update on status of the trees and agree any actions required.  Cllr Kett reported that there were 3 dead trees (2 oak, 1 alder) and one “sick” (alder) tree.  It was agreed Cllr Kett should organise the replacement of the 2 alders with 2 oaks and move the plaques and to accept District Cllr Bond’s kind donation of 2 rowans from Whitchurch Parish Councils stock of free trees.  Cllr Kett to order and liaise with Terry Lynch to do the planting and the trees to be watered throughout spring.
e. Traffic Calming – to update the Council from meeting held with Sian Thomas BCC and agree any further actions required – Cllr Rose reported on the meeting with Sian Thomas, Team Leader, Traffic Management (North), BCC.  Road markings at the junction of New Road with the High Street to be refreshed.  A review to be undertaken of existing traffic signs throughout the village.  Community speedwatch was discussed and the Clerk to follow up with the PC Callaghan on the recent speedchecks before making a decision on whether to request to borrow Whitchurch’s speedwatch equipment.  It had been suggested replacing the pallet style gates at the entrances to the village with gates and it was agreed to review this at the next meeting.  In the meantime, the Clerk to check with BCC whether they paint the gates.  It was agreed that the Clerk would draft a letter to the Committee of the Bucks County Show (copied to PC Callaghan, Cllr Bond, Cllr Hussain, Inspector Omar Aburish and George Anson (Chair of Bucks Show 2012)) regarding the horrific accident caused by traffic coming from Aston Abbotts and through the village and lack of marshalling at this year’s event.  It was suggested closing the road to the Village to non-residents, on future County Show days.
74. Weedon within the Aylesbury Vale local area: 
a. Update on Growth agenda, Local Area Forum – Cllr Rose continues to attend LAF and reported on the issues raised including £20k being allocated to youth projects. 
b. To agree the final wording of response to AVDC re Aylesbury Local Plan as drafted by Cllr Rose – the final version was approved and the Clerk would email and post with supporting documentation which Cllr Rose would print off and supply to the Clerk.
75. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting:

AGM of the Buckingham Playing Field Association – agreed not to attend.

76. Parish Plan – to agree on feedback to be given to the Steering Group prior to their final meeting – The Clerk to update the Weedon Village Parish Plan Action Point and provide a copy to the Steering Group prior to their final meeting in mid October.
77. Implementation of Weedon Village Parish Plan Action Points: 
a. To review the Action Plan and agree next steps for taking this forward – Cllr Ashurst reported that only 1 parishioner had expressed an interest in allotments.
b. “Donate a Gate Scheme” –update from Cllr Measures on revised operational issues and agree next steps – Cllr Measures to report on at the next meeting.
c. Alternative storage: to consider the erection of a storage shed on the Play Area in place of the hiring of the garage for Village equipment – The Clerk to contact VAHT regarding the repair of the garage.  It was agreed to ask the WVA on their thoughts and to undertake further investigative work on costs and size of a replacement shed.  The Clerk to check on whether planning application would be required.
d. Improving Communication : The notice board opposite The Barracks need replacing. Cllr Hussain offered to fund costs. The Clerk to obtain quotes.
78. Finance / Accounts: 
a. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date end August 2011 were agreed.
b. To draw cheques. The Council resolved to issue the following cheques:
Lynch Garden Services
 
1022
 
£300.00

Mazars
 
1023
 
£162.00

Mike Moore
 
1024
 
£23.25

AVDC election
 
1025
 
£113.00

Greenthumb
 
1026
 
£48.00

Lynch Garden Services
 
1028
 
£60.00

Clerks Pay & Expenses
 
1029
 
£325.25

Clerks Pay & Expenses
 
1030
 
£241.07

Clerks Pay & Expenses
 
1031
 
£77.50

79. To agree the date of next meeting
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 16 November 2011 commencing 8.00 pm at The Old Schoolroom.
Closed Session

80. To discuss quotation received for mending the gate at the end of the footpath WEE8 in East End and decide whether to proceed – A quote of £240 had been received to replace the gate and the fence post.  It was agreed to replace the gate and the post only and latch at a cost of around £120.
The meeting closed at 22.10pm.






Signed…………………………………. Date…………………
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