Weedon Parish Council

Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Weedon Parish Council held in The Methodist Chapel 

Wednesday 16 May 2012 at 8.00pm

PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chair), Cllr Sellers, Cllr Winnett, Cllr Measures, Cllr Kett, Cllr Ashurst, AVDC Cllr Ashley Bond, Clerk Barbara Mitchell.1 member of the public present. 

142. Receive Apologies: Cllr Jameson-Evans, BCC Cllr Baldwin
143. Public Meeting Open Forum Adjournment; adjournment to allow public participation.

144. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: to declare any personal or prejudicial interests.
Cllr Bond declared his interest in planning applications due to his role as District Cllr sitting on the AVDC Development Control Committee as he will review his decision at Committee based on the additional information available at the time.

145. To confirm the minutes of the last meeting The minutes of the last meeting held on 17th April 2012 were agreed as a true record and duly signed.

146.  Planning: 
12/00871/APP The Small House, 8 High Street. Extension of time limit for planning approval 09/00414/APP The 
Council resolved to OPPOSE the application for the same reasons as the objection to the original application in addition to :
i. Potential harm to the conservation area

ii. Unauthorised building work and conditions not adhered to.

iii. Overdevelopment of site.

It was agreed to include copies of the letter to the Enforcement Team. 

12/00682/APP Abbey Cottage, 10 Aston Abbotts Road. Single storey rear extension. The Council resolved to 
OPPOSE this application on the grounds of :
i. The style and design was not in keeping with the building and the conservation area and the extension would be visible from footpaths and the adjacent listed building. 

ii. The extension was too large relative to the original building. 
147. Environment:
a. Footpaths, Footways and Highways: The A413 has been flooded in several areas. Clerk to contact BCC for update on proposed action to tackle flooding in this area.
a. Street Lighting. Cllr Jameson –Evans was thanked for his work in auditing and mapping the street lights. Clerk to send map to electrical contractor to assist with reporting faulty lamps. Cllr Measures will liaise 
to include footpaths stiles/gates on this system.
b. Play Area. Repairs have been carried out. Clerk to chase inspection due in June. It was agreed to order a contractor to treat the grass for weeds in June and September. Clerk to arrange.
c. New Road Trees. The tree replanting has been completed and due to the heavy rain the new trees have been well watered.
d. Pond It was agreed to leave further planting in and around the pond and wait to see what grows naturally, any gaps can be filled next year.
        148. Correspondence and other communications including reports on Local Area Forum
a. Lord Fortescue’s Charity Cllr Measures will ask Lucy Orchard to become a trustee.
b. Grass cutting. It was agreed to extend the horticultural contract with Lynch Garden Services for 2012/13 as the prices will stay the same. Clerk to confirm acceptance in writing.
c. Best Kept Village competition BCC are unable to carry out weed killing along the curbs until mid-June. The Clerk has asked Lynch Garden Services to carry out weed killing by 19th May. Cllr Rose will e-mail 
residents to tidy areas in front of their homes. Clerk to remove out of date notices from notice boards and any notices on telegraph poles.
149. Implementation of Weedon Village Parish Plan Action Points
a. Parish Plan Action Points spreadsheet. Clerk to up-date action points on spreadsheet and circulate.
b. Donate a Gate Scheme. Cllr Measures will meet the BCC Footpaths Officer during half term and visit all the gates to be replaced. He will seek advice about the gate off the Aston Abbotts Road which needs to      retain the same opening width.
c. Traffic calming options:

i. Cllr Kett offered to co-ordinate the Community Speedwatch scheme to start in September. Cllr Rose will explore Parish Plan feedback data to ascertain which residents noted traffic calming as their priority. 

ii. Clerk to ask BCC Councillors to assist with chasing traffic report from Sian Thomas which is still awaited and has been requested several times.
d. Review of current website. Cllr Ashurst has obtained a list of options and costs. Cllr Measures will contact www.parishcouncils.net for costs and report next meeting.
e. Play area. Cllr Rose has details of the grant scheme from WREN. Funding is net of VAT, as the tax can be claimed back. It was agreed that the Parish Plan Social and Community group be asked to reform to deal with the design and consultation. 
150. Queen’s Jubilee 100 people are expected to attend the Jubilee Street Party.
151. Newsletters 
i. Village newsletter for July/August issue to include a reminder of the Bucks County Show new traffic
arrangements. Each household will receive 2 traffic passes but further passes may need to be applied for if contractors are working at the home.

ii. Annual Parish Newsletter. It was agreed that Cllr Rose will draft the Annual Parish newsletter to include a list of improvements that the Parish have achieved in the last year.

  152. Finance / Accounts: 
a. The end of year accounts were agreed and the Annual Audit return, following confirmation from the Internal Auditor, was signed by the Chairman and the Clerk and will now be sent to the External Auditor.
b. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for April 2012 were agreed. Contributions towards the footpath maintenance for £200 per annum were agreed to Weedon Chapel and Hardwick Church for the last two years.
c. The following cheques were drawn:
Lynch Garden Services

Cheque no. 1074

£60.00

Maltings Gardens Ltd            
Cheque no. 1075

£450

Barbara Mitchell


Cheque no. 1076

£285

Lynch garden Services

Cheque no. 1077

£110

AVDC Dog bin


Cheque no. 1078

£6.44

Safe and Sound


Cheque no. 1079

£122.40

Weedon Methodist Chapel     
Cheque no. 1080

£150

 153. To agree the date of next meeting.   Wednesday July 18th at 8pm at The Methodist Chapel.
The meeting closed at 10.20pm                              Signed: Barbara Mitchell

Date 18.5.2012
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

