Weedon Parish Council


Draft Minutes of the Meeting of Weedon Parish Council held in the Old Schoolroom
Wednesday 20th July 2011 at 8.00pm
PRESENT: Cllr Rose (Chair), Cllr Sellers, Cllr Measures, Cllr Sellers, Cllr Ashurst, Cllr Winnett, Cllr Kett, Sue Mordue – Clerk, Michelle Jackson – minute secretary and PC Frank Callaghan attended.
55. Receive Apologies: Cllr Jameson-Evans, County Cllr Baldwin, District Cllr Ashley Bond
56. Open Forum Adjournment: to allow public participation: 
Issues of speeding and fly tipping were raised with PC Frank Callaghan.

57. Declaration of interest in items on the agenda: None.

58. To confirm the minutes of the last meetings held on 18th May, 25th May and 29th June 2011.
The minutes of the meetings were agreed as true records.
59. Planning: 
a. To agree process to answers the questions posed by AVDC re Vale Of Aylesbury Local Plan
It was agreed that Cllrs Rose and Winnett should put together a draft response for circulation taking the information from the parish plan consultation documentation.
b. Agree whether to write to John Bercow regarding delay in removing the SE Plan.
It was agreed that the Clerk should draft a letter for review.
c. HS2 – to discuss and agree whether a response should be made on consultation.
It was agreed not to respond.
d. It was reported that the Quarrendon Fields application had gone straight to appeal.
60. Environment:
a. Footpaths, Footways and Highways: to report any works required.
Clerk to contact Roger Latham regarding the overhanging tree on the corner of New Road/High Street.  The hedge at Small House was also overhanging the pavement and brambles across path. The dead branches across the grass verge in New Road were now covered in ivy but had yet to be removed Clerk to ask Terry Lynch to tidy this up.
b. Street Lighting: To report any works required.
There was a flickering streetlight outside Cllr Sellers house however Cllr Sellers would review.
c. Play Area: 
i. To report on inspections of the area and consider any issues arising: The loose bolts had been tightened.  
ii. To review RoSPA report and agree any actions required: It was agreed to monitor low risk items.  The post to the base of the ramp of the slide needed removing or pushing further into the ground Cllr Sellers would review.  The gates of Aston Abbotts Road needed fixing as they do not close properly – clerk to contact Roy Randles.  
d. New Road Trees:
i. Cllr Kett to update on status of the trees and agree any actions required: Cllr Kett had undertaken a survey of the trees which was circulated to Cllrs.  It was agreed that the dead ones should be replaced and/or relocated.  Cllr Kett to put together a proposal for the next meeting.

ii. Agree whether to spray and put mulch down around tree bases: It was agreed to weed-kill and mulch around all the trees on New Road except the 4 dead ones. Cllr Kett to meet with Terry Lynch and discuss options for watering every 2 weeks until October. 
61. Weedon within the Aylesbury Vale local area: Update on Growth agenda, Local Area Forum: Nothing to report. 
62. Correspondence and other communications received since last meeting:
a. On behalf of the Weedon Village Association, Cllr Kett requested use of the play area for subsequent years for the Weedon feast.  This was agreed.
b. Weedon had entered the Best Kept Village competition and the results were awaited.
c. A letter seeking funding for a toilet at the Chapel had been distributed around the village.
63. Implementation of Weedon Village Parish Plan Action Points: 
a. To review the Action Plan and agree next steps for taking this forward: The action plan was reviewed.
b. “Donate a Gate Scheme” – update from Cllr Measures on revised operational issues and agree next steps: Cllr Measures reported that he had written to Parrott & Coales requesting permission to change the stile to a kissing gate. His letter had been forwarded to the Trust and a response was awaited.  Janet Fincher had commented on the amount of dog fouling along the path and the state of the gate at the Southern end.  It was agreed that the Clerk should arrange for the gate on Footpath WEE8 at the bottom of East End to be repaired - quotation to be obtained from Jimmy Watts.
c. Allotments: Cllr Ashurst will report on her findings regarding demand for allotments and agree actions required: Cllr Ashurst reported that having contacted the list of people who had previously expressed an interest in allotments, there was currently no demand and therefore no action was required.
d. Lighting – Cllr Jameson Evans will report on his review of lighting and agree actions required: A review had been undertaken and there were no specific dimly lit areas and therefore no action was required.
e. Dog Bins and Litter Bins – Cllrs update following review of sites and to agree actions required.
A review had been undertaken and there had not been any dog fouling on footpaths or pavements.  It was however agreed to site a dog bin by the noticeboard to deter people from using the litter bin to dispose of dog foul.   
The review of litter bins had not identified any overflowing bins, however the Council resolved to replace the 2 yellow ones (one at junction of High Street New Road and Aston Abbotts Road, and other at bus stop on New Road) and also to site one on the Weedon side of the road by the bus stop on the A413.
f. Alternative storage: to consider the erection of a storage shed on the Play Area in place of the hiring of the garage for Village equipment: It was agreed that Cllr should give this some thought and discuss at the next meeting.
64. Finance / Accounts: 
a. The financial statements of accounts and bank reconciliations for the year to date end May 2011 were agreed.
b. To draw cheques.
The Council resolved to issue the following cheques:
HMRC re SM Tax
 
1017
 
£177.40

Clerks Salary Net
 
1018
 
£147.83

Clerks Expenses
 
1019
 
£74.30

The Old Schoolroom
 
1020
 
£7.00

Lynch Garden Services
 
1021
 
£60.00

c. The Clerk confirmed registration of the Council as an employer and future process for payment of the Clerk under PAYE as is now required by law.

65. To agree the date of next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 21 September commencing at 8.00 pm.
CLOSED SESSION

66. To discus and agree a process for recruiting a new Clerk to the Council.
It was agreed to produce a flyer which Cllr Measures offered to circulate to the village.  An advert would also be put on the noticeboards, other parish noticeboards and the website.  Clerk to advertise on the BALC website and Clerks Online.  Applications should be in by 5 September with a view to interviewing shortly after in time for a handover at the September meeting.  The interview panel would be Cllrs Rose, Measures/Winnett and the Clerk.
 
The meeting closed at 22.12pm.






Signed…………………………………. Date…………………
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